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Introduction
When I revamped my Armourers Notes on the Mauser 201 in 2013 I gave the .22WMR its own set of notes as I had
experienced three .22WMR’s up to this date and therefore I felt the rifle demanded it own section describing the
differences between the models and its performance.

I am a strong supporter of .22WMR and in my technical experience it is superior cartridge to the latest .17HMR if you
want to engage fox size prey in built up areas where a centre fire cartridge is unsuitable. I would openly state the
.17HMR is more accurate and its flatter trajectory makes it easier to shoot, hence its popularity. However to keep
matters simple I would compare the .17HMR to the .223Rem and the .22WMR to the .308Win. The .223 was once
touted as the military wonder cartridge only to find it simply can’t carry the weight and as a result will not put down
the target. On the other hand if the target is it by a .308 it will be in no mood to get up no matter how lightly wounded.
The .22WMR can carry 40gr to the .17HMR's poultry 19gr – I think that’s enough said.

Mauser 201 .22WMR, Serial No 131229
This was my first Mauser 201 .22WMR, which I obtained in 2010 and was purchased for two distinct reasons; to add a
.22WMR to my collection and to replace my SAKO Quad in .22WMR.  On picking up this Mauser the most obvious

difference was its condition, which can be only described as superb. It still needed servicing but that is part of the
course with the UK firearms industry.

Bluing
The rifle had retained 100% of its blueing throughout and in keeping with the .22LR model was a lovely deep lustre.
The rifles serial number and title were finely engraved rather than stamped, indicated a later production rifle.

Trigger
Trigger is identical to the .22LR model, so there is nothing further to add, however just for interest and confirm a
comment I made earlier on in the article. Setting these triggers to their lowest pressure is a job for an
Armourer/Gunsmith. I set the trigger at its lowest setting and could not get it to fail; I tested it time and time again.
However I took the rifle on the range to zero it, cocked the rifle and the cocking piece released, proof that I had set it
to fine.

Magazine Housing
The magazine housing is different on the .22WMR, externally it looks the same with the magazine catch and the
ejector. The difference, is the way the ejector is secured and the fact that its height can be adjusted. It is a better design
and I can only assume it was a design improvement incorporated at a later stage in production process. The only minor
complaint is that the ejector is secured by a nut which requires a unique sized socket to fit it. The solution is to turn
down the outside of the socket to fit.
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Bedding Plate
This is the first time I have encounter this design. Basically it is steel plate profiled
to the shape of the barrel where it seats against the wood. It takes up the play
and although primitive, beds the rifle barrel tightly against the stock.  I have yet
to test its effectiveness by firing the rifle with and without the plate and recording
the results.

Barrel - Revised Jan 2013
The .22WMR barrel is different to the .22LR rimfire barrel. The barrel is hammer
forged with six grooves and on first inspection you can be forgiven for thinking
the barrel is worn as it does not appear to have the depth of rifling associated
with the .22LR barrels. However upon inspecting the bore more closely I found the rifling to be almost new. You must
remember that a typical bullet rotates at around 200,000 rpm depending on ammunition type and therefore the
higher velocity .22WMR requires a copper jacket. Being harder and less malleable, the copper jacket can withstand
greater centrifugal forces but has to engage in rifling with less depth to allow it to obturate and pass through the
barrel. As rifling will strip soft lead bullets at below 1400fps, typical .22LR bullets requires rifling of greater depth to
obturate and to maintain their integrity otherwise they will break up and fail to engage in the rifling.

Moderator
Although any .22LR moderator can be used, my final choice of moderator was the steel Asi utra rimfire moderator. This
steel moderator can be stripped and the baffles removed for cleaning which is very advantageous. More importantly
and especially if you intend to shoot at night using a scope mounted lamp the slim profile of the Asi utra will not reflect
any light back from the lamp. If I have a minor criticism, it is the extra length the moderator adds, however as far as
rimfire moderator’s go the Asi Utra appears to work very well with the WMR cartridge and therefore is a good
compromise.

Magazine
Unlike other manufacturers this magazine is not the same size as its .22LR cousin.
This magazine is designed from the ground up to accommodate the .22WMR
cartridge and therefore it is naturally larger in size. Construction is good and is
very similar to modern centre fire magazines. The magazine inserts and ejects
reliably and feeds the rounds into the chamber without fault. However one word
of caution, look after your magazine as there are no spares in the UK or the US.
There may be a few in Germany but expect to pay 60-80 Euro’s if there available.

Field Trials
Ammunition was Remington Accutip with 33grn jacketed bullets and the rifle was
tested between 25 – 90 yrds. At 25 yrds you could easily achieved a three round
group with all rounds touching however the occasional flyer was not uncommon.
I attributed this to the ammunition and not the rifle but it continued to plaque me
throughout the trial.

Accuracy was good but the groupings lacked the nail tacking capability of the
.22LR rifles. At 50 yrds the pattern started to open up with typically 3/4”‐1.0” groups and at 90 yrds I was getting 1.5”
– 2.0” groups. The weather was perfect with wind speeds of no more than 3‐5 mph. whilst there was always the human
element in achieving good groups I did think that a more consistent brand of .22 Mag ammunition may be a solution.
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Summary
The rest of the rifles components are the same as the .22LR models so there is no need to repeat myself further.
However it is fair to say that the .22WMR version has the same very high build quality that one can expect off these
rifles.

Accuracy was acceptable but not stunning; I may be able to improve accuracy still further with a heavier but slightly
slower 40gr bullet. My current choice is Remington Accutip with 33gr bullets which have a velocity of 1950fps but
occasionally it throws a wild shot. I feel this is down to the ammunition rather than the rifle; this was further supported
by a reader who suggested RWS .22WMR as a superior round.

Mauser 201 .22WMR, Serial No 131104

By the end of 2012 I had sold all my  Mauser 201’s bar the .22LR with the modified aftermarket barrel.  I utilised the

revenue from those sales to purchase a number of other rimfire rifles to evaluate  and all of these evaluations can be
read about on my website, however if all these evaluations taught me one thing, it was that none those rifles could
match the Mauser 201. Another personal factor was that in every case, where new rifles were concerned, I got bored
of them. The reason for this boredom was the lack of character and the lovely build quality that I came to expect with
the Mauser 201.

In February 2013 I stumbled across a 201 that looked as it had only just came off the production line, it was in
immaculate condition and I purchased it without a second thought and nearly took the poor sellers arm of at the
shoulder. The seller had looked after the rifle extremely well and after some pleasant conversation it turned out that
the rifle had seen little use and had largely sat in the cabinet for most of its life.

Overview
I wont repeat what I have written in previous chapters, to do so will be repetitive for the reader, so with this rifle, I will
focus on key areas only.

Trigger
This trigger is identical to the other models I have had previously in my collection, the
only difference is that this trigger was immaculate and lacked all the debris you usually
find after years of service and the adjustment screws still have there original locking
paint.
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Magazine Housing
Although I have discussed the .22WMR mag housing in the
previous section, I didn't take any pictures and I didn't go into any
great detail and therefore I will redeem myself somewhat. The
housing is secured by the grub screw as seen above, it passes
through the receiver and through the lower half of the ejector
plate. The grub screw is locked in place by a nut, which also
secures the housing. Unusual design and difficult to describe
accurately but effective, as feed extraction and ejection is without
fault.

Engraving
I have shown the engraving on this model as both types are involved and the pictures depict the high quality. This is a
later model as the serial number, model and calibre have been physically engraved with an engraving machine after
the barrel and receiver have been blued. The  company title has been stamped as can be seen below. I also have to
own up to an error. In previous discussions I discussed the possibility that the engraving may have been acid etched, I
was wrong, if you look under a magnifying glass the numbers are engraved.

Scope
As I felt this rifle was the best I have had the pleasure of owning in terms of overall condition I decided to search for a
scope that would compliment it.

Therefore I wanted a scope that was a classical design that was high spec but in a condition that mirrored the rifle. I
concluded my search with the
purchase of a B Nickel Marburg/L,
Supra 4x36 L81 E/D. This particular
scope had a x4 magnification,
26mm steel tube which was deeply
blued, had a fine cross hair reticule,
was in immaculate condition and
completely unmarked.

Normally I would recommend a higher magnification for a rifle whose engagement distances are typically up to
150yrds, however as this rifle will only be shot for fun the x4 of this scope is suitable for both in and outdoor shooting.

I consider Nickel scopes to be “top end” and I own a couple of classic versions, both mounted on my 201’s. Though
largely unknown in this country Nickel still trade in Germany, manufacturing high quality scopes which can be only
purchased direct from the factory. Their website can be found at the following address: www.nickel-ag.com/
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Range Test
Two range tests were conducted, one at a 25yrd indoor range and the
other on a 75yrds external range. The first group was shot at 25yrds and
consisted of three rounds of Federal 40gr FMJ measuring 3mm from centre
to centre.  This was an extremely good group and may be considered a
fluke as the group average of the shoot was 5.57mm.

The second group was shot at 75yrds on a nice but blustery day. I utilised
Federal 40gr FMJ and Federal 30gr HP. The 30gr didn't do so well, maybe
due to the wind but in all honesty, all the lighter bullets I have evaluated,
do not seem to group as well as the heavier 40gr with groups varying from
1.5 - 2.0” at 75 yrds.

The 40gr FMJ performed better although it took me a while and shooting
between gusts of wind. The group shown was a shade under .75”.

I have owned Marlins, Sako’s, Weihrauch's in .22WMR and in reality all of
them struggle to group better than an 1” at 100yrds. My opinion is that the
.22WMR is simply not a nail tacker, I have tried most of the brands but I
cannot get the Mauser to group any better.

Summary
The Mauser 201 in .22WMR is a fine rifle and I have yet to find a better rifle
in this calibre. If you want to hunt fox for example in a constrained
environment out to 100yrds than the Mauser 201 will do the job,
efficiently, effectively and with style. However if you need pin point
accuracy the limited accuracy of the .22WMR cartridge sadly lets  the rifle
down, unlike the excellent accuracy of it .22LR cousin.
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